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E
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H
ubert 

H
ar

r
iso

n
P
io

n
eer

in
g
 Afr

ic
an

 Am
er

ic
an

 Ac
tiv

is
t 

in
 th

e Fr
eeth

o
ug

h
t M

o
v
em

en
t

T
H

E
 AFR

O
-C

AR
IB

B
E
AN

 

H
AR

LE
M

 AC
T
IV

IS
T
 AN

D
 

B
IB

LIO
P
H

ILE
 R

IC
H

AR
D
 

B
. M

O
O

R
E
 D

ES
C
R
IB

E
D
 

H
UB

E
R
T
 H

AR
R
ISO

N
 AS

 

“T
H

E
 FIR

S
T
 G

R
E
AT

 
AT

H
E
IS

T
 O

F O
UR

 R
AC

E
, 

A FE
AR

LES
S
 T

H
IN

KE
R
 

AN
D
 A C

O
UR

AG
EO

US
 

FIG
H

T
E
R
.”



IN
TR

O
D
UC

TIO
N

S
t. 

C
roix, 

V
irgin

 
Islan

d
s-b

orn
, 

H
arlem

-b
ased

 
H

u
b
ert 

H
en

ry H
arrison

 (1
8
8
3
-1

9
2
7
) w

as a b
rillian

t class- an
d
 

race-con
sciou

s, 
w

riter, 
ora

tor, 
ed

itor, 
ed

u
ca

tor, 
a
n

d
 

b
ook

 
review

er 
a
n

d
 
a
n

 
extra

ord
in

a
ry 

p
olitica

l 
a
ctivist 

a
n

d
 ra

d
ica

l in
tern

a
tion

a
list. H

e w
a
s a

lso a
 p

ion
eerin

g 
A

frica
n

 A
m

erica
n

 a
ctivist in

 th
e F

reeth
ou

gh
t M

ovem
en

t. 
H

istorian
 J

oel A
. R

ogers in
 W

orld
’s G

rea
t M

en
 of C

olor d
e-

scrib
ed

 h
im

 as an
 “In

tellectu
al G

ian
t” w

h
o w

as “p
erh

ap
s 

th
e forem

ost A
fram

erican
 in

tellect of h
is tim

e.” L
ab

or an
d
 

civil righ
ts activist A

. P
h

ilip
 R

an
d
olp

h
, referrin

g to a p
e-

riod
 w

h
en

 H
arlem

 w
as con

sid
ered

 th
e “cen

ter of rad
ical 

b
lack

 th
ou

gh
t,” called

 h
im

 “th
e fath

er of H
arlem

 rad
ical-

ism
.” T

h
e A

fro-C
arib

b
ean

 H
arlem

 activist an
d
 b

ib
liop

h
ile 

5
LFK

DUG
�%
��0

RRUH�G
HVFULE

HG
�K
LP

�DV�́
WK
H�À

UVW�JUHDW�DWK
HLVW�

RI�RX
U�UDFH��D�IHDUOHVV�WK

LQ
N
HU�DQ

G
�D�FRX

UDJHRX
V�À

JK
WHU�µ�

H
a
rrison

 
p
la

yed
 

u
n

iq
u

e, 
lea

d
in

g 
roles 

in
 

th
e 

la
rgest 

cla
ss ra

d
ica

l m
ovem

en
t (socia

l-
ism

) a
n

d
 th

e la
rgest ra

ce ra
d
-

ica
l 

m
ovem

en
t 

(th
e 

“N
ew

 
N

e-
gro”/

G
a
rvey 

m
ovem

en
t) 

of h
is 

HUD��+
H�Z

DV�D�P
DMRU�LQ

Á
X
HQ
FH�

on
 th

e class rad
ical R

an
d
olp

h
, 

on
 th

e race rad
ical M

arcu
s G

ar-
vey, an

d
 on

 activists an
d
 “com

-
m

on
 p

eop
le.” In

 1
9
1
7
 h

e fou
n

d
-

HG
�
WK
H�

À
UVW�

RUJDQ
L]DWLRQ

�
�7
K
H�

/
LE
HUW\�/

HDJX
H��DQ

G
�WK

H�À
UVW�Q

HZ
VS
DS
HU��T

h
e V

oice) of th
e 

m
ilitan

t “N
ew

 N
egro M

ovem
en

t,” w
h

ich
 w

as an
 im

p
ort-

an
t p

recu
rsor to th

e C
ivil R

igh
ts a

n
d
 B

la
ck

 L
ib

era
tion

 
stru

ggles of th
e 1

9
6
0
s. H

a
rrison

 w
a
s th

e m
ost cla

ss 
con

sciou
s of th

e ra
ce ra

d
ica

ls a
n

d
 th

e m
ost ra

ce con
-

sciou
s of th

e cla
ss ra

d
ica

ls of h
is era

 a
n

d
 h

e is a
 k

ey 
lin

k
 in

 th
e tw

o grea
t tren

d
s of th

e C
ivil R

igh
ts/

B
la

ck
 

L
ib

era
tion

 stru
ggle—

th
e la

b
or a

n
d
 civil righ

ts tren
d
 a

s-
socia

ted
 w

ith
 R

a
n

d
olp

h
 a

n
d
 M

a
rtin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g J

r. a
n

d
 

th
e ra

ce a
n

d
 n

a
tion

a
list tren

d
 a

ssocia
ted

 w
ith

 G
a
rvey 

a
n

d
 M

a
lcolm

 X
. 

H
a
rrison

’s p
ion

eerin
g w

ork
 in

 a
n

d
 a

rou
n

d
 th

e F
ree-

th
ou

gh
t M

ovem
en

t, th
ou

gh
 less w

ell-k
n

ow
n

, w
as of sim

i-
larly sem

in
al im

p
ortan

ce an
d
 it w

as at tim
es u

n
d
ertak

en
 

at great p
erson

al risk
. T

h
e M

on
tserrat-b

orn
 activist, w

rit-
er, an

d
 freeth

in
k
er H

od
ge K

irn
on

, in
 th

e J
an

u
ary 1

9
2
8
 

T
ru

th
 S

eek
er w

rote, “H
arrison

 w
as on

e of th
e ab

lest ex-
S
RQ

HQ
WV�RI�5

DWLRQ
DOLVP

�LQ
�WK

LV�FLW\��DQ
G
�Z
DV�WK

H�À
UVW�DQ

G
�

forem
ost N

egro in
 th

e cau
se of F

reeth
ou

gh
t. H

is scin
til-

latin
g w

it, iron
y, p

rofu
n

d
ity an

d
 w

id
e ran

ge of k
n

ow
led

ge 
attracted

 th
ou

san
d
s of p

erson
s d

u
rin

g h
is m

an
y years 

of ou
td

oor an
d
 in

d
oor w

ork
.” H

istorian
 R

ogers d
iscu

ssed
 

H
arrison

’s w
ritin

gs in
 “su

ch
 rad

ical an
d
 an

ti-religiou
s p

e-
riod

icals as ‘T
h

e C
all,’ ‘T

h
e T

ru
th

-S
eek

er’, an
d
 th

e ‘M
od

-
ern

 Q
u

arterly’” an
d
 d

escrib
ed

 h
ow

 “h
is view

s on
 religion

 

an
d
 b

irth
-con

trol w
ere often

 op
p
osed

 b
y C

ath
olics an

d
 

P
rotesta

n
ts a

lik
e.” R

ogers a
d
d
ed

 th
a
t “a

t h
is op

en
-a

ir 
m

eetin
gs, 

h
e 

a
n

d
 
h

is 
frien

d
s 

w
ere 

ob
liged

 
to 

d
efen

d
 

th
em

selves p
h

ysica
lly from

 m
ob

s a
t tim

es, n
ever h

esi-
ta

tin
g to sp

ea
k
 n

o m
a
tter h

ow
 grea

t th
e h

ostility of h
is 

op
p
on

en
ts.” 

B
R
EAK FR

O
M

 C
H

R
ISTIAN

ITY
 

H
u

b
ert 

H
arrison

 
w

as 
b
orn

 
on

 
E

state 
C

on
cord

ia, 
S

t. 
C

roix, D
an

ish
 W

est In
d
ies to a lab

orin
g-class B

arb
ad

ian
 

m
oth

er an
d
 a form

erly en
slaved

 C
ru

cian
 fath

er. H
e grew

 
u

p
 in

 p
overty, w

as in
tellectu

ally self-m
otivated

, h
ad

 ac-
cess to som

e b
ook

s in
 th

e lib
rary of S

t. J
oh

n
’s E

p
iscop

al 
&
K
X
UFK

�LQ
�&
K
ULVWLDQ

VWHG
��DQ

G
�E
HQ
HÀ
WWHG

�IURP
�LQ

VWUX
FWLRQ

�
b
y an

 excellen
t teach

er. A
fter th

e d
eath

 of h
is m

oth
er, 

H
u

b
ert travelled

 to N
ew

 York
 in

 1
9
0
0
 as a 1

7
-year-old

 
orp

h
an

, 
lived

 
w

ith
 

h
is 

sister 
on

 th
e w

est sid
e of M

an
h

attan
, 

started
 w

ork
in

g, an
d
 b

egan
 to 

atten
d
 h

igh
 sch

ool. 
+
X
E
HUW·V�À

UVW�JUHDW�LQ
WHOOHF-

tu
al 

tran
sform

ation
 

occu
rred

 
arou

n
d
 

1
9
0
1
 

w
h

en
 

h
e 

b
rok

e 
from

 
h

is 
p
reviou

sly 
h

eld
 

reli-
giou

s 
view

s. 
H

is 
“D

iary” 
en

try 
of M

ay 2
0
, 1

9
0
8
, d

escrib
es in

 
great d

etail th
e trem

en
d
ou

s in
-

tellectu
al tu

rm
oil h

e u
n

d
erw

en
t 

circa 1
9
0
1
 as h

e “d
ivorced

” h
im

self “from
 orth

od
ox an

d
 

in
stitu

tion
al 

C
h

ristian
ity” 

an
d
 

b
ecam

e 
an

 
“A

gn
ostic.” 

T
h

is b
reak

 “w
as n

ot effected
 at on

ce,” it cam
e in

 stages.” 
In

 th
e cou

rse of h
is stu

d
y h

e read
 T

h
om

as P
ain

e’s A
ge 

of R
ea

son
 w

ritten
 in

 1
7
9
4
 d

u
rin

g th
e secon

d
 year of th

e 
F

ren
ch

 R
evolu

tion
. P

ain
e’s argu

m
en

ts w
ere, at th

e tim
e, 

“irresistib
le.” 

In
 
a 

lectu
re 

h
e 

d
elivered

 
years 

later, 
H

arrison
 
ex-

p
lain

ed
, as qu

oted
 in

 th
e F

eb
ru

ary 1
1
, 1

9
1
1
 T

ru
th

 S
eek

-
er,�WK

DW�3
DLQ

H�´S
RS
X
ODUL]HG

�WK
H�DUJX

P
HQ
WV�DJDLQ

VW�&
K
ULV-

tian
ity an

d
 b

rou
gh

t th
em

 d
ow

n
 to th

e level of d
em

ocra-
F\�µ�+

H�FRQ
VLG

HUHG
�3
DLQ

H·V�VLJQ
LÀ
FDQ

FH�WR�E
H�WK

H�´G
X
DO�

asp
ect of . . . m

ilitan
t u

n
b
elief an

d
 d

em
ocratic d

issen
t,” 

tw
o 

ch
aracteristics 

th
at 

w
ere 

“tru
ly 

rep
resen

tative” 
of 

“th
e th

ou
gh

t of ou
r tim

e.” In
terestin

gly, H
arrison

 w
ou

ld
 

en
cou

rage “m
ilitan

t u
n

b
elief” an

d
 “d

em
ocratic d

issen
t” 

for th
e rem

ain
d
er of h

is life. 
T
h

e actu
al p

rocess of b
reak

in
g w

ith
 religion

 b
rou

gh
t 

w
ith

 it em
otion

al p
ain

 an
d
 H

u
b
ert u

sed
 th

is as a sp
u

r to 
system

 b
u

ild
in

g. In
 h

is “D
iary” h

e exp
lain

ed
: 

I w
as n

ot on
e of th

ose w
h

o d
id

 n
ot care: I su

f-
fered

. O
h

, h
ow

 m
y p

oor w
ou

n
d
ed

 sou
l cried

 ou
t 

in
 agon

y! I saw
 th

e w
h

ole fab
ric of th

ou
gh

t an
d
 

feelin
g cru

m
b
lin

g at its very fou
n

d
ation

s, an
d
 in

 
WK
RVH�À

UVW�IHDUIX
O�Z

HHN
V�RI�VWHUQ

�UHDFWLRQ
�,�FRX

OG
�

n
ot con

sole m
yself as so m

an
y h

ave d
on

e w
ith

 
th

e h
u

sk
s of a su

p
erior b

raggad
ocio. . . W

h
at h

ad
 

gon
e w

as th
e au

th
en

ticity of th
e B

ib
le, th

at w
h

ich
 

I h
ad

 b
een

 tau
gh

t w
as th

e w
ord

 of G
od

. . . S
o 

w
h

en
 m

y B
ib

le w
en

t m
y G

od
 w

en
t also. 

T
h

en
, as h

e gath
ered

 h
im

self togeth
er, h

e also d
evel-

op
ed

 a n
ew

 p
h

ilosop
h

y of life. H
e w

rote: 

T
im

e, th
e great h

ealer, closed
 th

e w
ou

n
d
 an

d
 I b

e-
gan

 again
 to live—

in
tern

ally. B
u

t I n
ow

 h
ad

 a n
ew

 
b
elief—

A
gn

osticism
. I said

 b
elief: w

h
at I d

id
 m

ean
 

w
as p

h
ilosop

h
y of life, p

oin
t-of-ob

servation
, atti-

tu
d
e-tow

ard
-th

in
gs. You

 m
u

st h
ave on

e you
 k

n
ow

, 
or you

 w
ill cease to live. 

H
e th

en
 ad

d
ed

: 

N
ow

 I am
 an

 A
gn

ostic; n
ot a d

ogm
atic d

isb
eliever 

Q
RU�D�E

X
P
S
WLRX

V�DQ
G
�Q
DUURZ

�LQ
À
G
HO��������LW�JLYHV�

m
e th

e k
een

est p
leasu

re to en
gage in

 d
ialectic 

Z
LWK

�WK
H�YX

OJDULDQ
�LQ

À
G
HOV�Z

K
R�DVVX

P
H�WK

H�Q
DP

H�
of A

gn
ostic w

ith
ou

t k
n

ow
in

g w
h

at it m
ean

s. If I 
am

 to exp
lain

 m
yself . . . I w

ou
ld

 say th
at I am

 (in
 

m
y m

en
tal attitu

d
e) su

ch
 an

 A
gn

ostic as [T
h

om
as] 

H
u

xley w
as an

d
 m

y p
rin

cip
les are th

e sam
e. 

+
DUULVRQ

�Z
DV�LQ

Á
X
HQ
FHG

�E
\�+

X
[OH\�DQ

G
�RYHU�WK

H�\HDUV�
w

ou
ld

 in
clu

d
e w

ork
s b

y h
im

 on
 h

is recom
m

en
d
ed

 read
-

in
g lists. H

u
xley, k

n
ow

n
 as C

h
arles D

arw
in

’s “b
u

lld
og,” 

w
as a lead

in
g exp

on
en

t of evolu
-

tion
ary th

eory an
d
 h

ad
 p

op
u

lar-
L]HG

�WK
H�FRQ

FHS
W�´DJQ

RVWLF�µ�+
DU-

ULVRQ
�HP

S
K
DVL]HG

�WK
DW�+

X
[OH\·V�

“agn
osticism

” 
w

as 
“n

ot 
a 

creed
 

b
u

t 
a 

m
eth

od
” 

b
y 

w
h

ich
, 

“in
 

m
atters of in

tellect,” you
 “follow

 
you

r reason
 as far as it w

ill tak
e 

you
 w

ith
ou

t regard
 to an

y oth
er 

con
sid

eration
” an

d
 “d

o n
ot p

re-
ten

d
 th

at con
clu

sion
s are certa

in
 

w
h

ich
 a

re n
ot d

em
on

stra
ted

 or 
d
em

on
stra

b
le.” T

h
is en

a
b
led

 H
u

xley, w
h

o “refu
se[d

] to 
S
X
W�ID

LWK
�LQ

�WK
D
W�Z

K
LFK

�G
RHV�Q

RW�UHVW�RQ
�VX

IÀ
FLHQ

W�HY-
id

en
ce,” to “look

 th
e u

n
iverse in

 th
e face,” to b

elieve in
 

“th
e san

ctity of h
u

m
an

 n
atu

re,” an
d
 to d

evelop
 “a d

eep
 

sen
se of . . . resp

on
sib

ility” for h
is action

s. In
 h

is “D
iary” 

H
arrison

 con
clu

d
ed

 th
at h

e w
ou

ld
 n

ever “b
e an

yth
in

g 
b
u

t an
 h

on
est A

gn
ostic” b

ecau
se, as h

e w
rote, “I p

refer . 
. . to go to th

e grave w
ith

 m
y eyes op

en
.” 

H
u

b
ert’s grap

p
lin

g w
ith

 a “p
h

ilosop
h

y-of-life” an
d
 h

is 
d
ecision

 to p
u

t h
u

m
an

ity at th
e cen

ter of h
is w

orld
-view

 
took

 its toll. H
e d

id
 n

ot h
ave th

e ritu
als, in

stitu
tion

s, or 
FHUWDLQ

W\�RI�IDLWK
�RIWHQ

�S
URYLG

HG
�E
\�RUJDQ

L]HG
�UHOLJLRQ

��
P
ain

fu
l as it w

as, H
u

b
ert’s b

reak
 from

 religion
 m

ad
e p

os-
sib

le a h
ealth

y, critical ap
p
roach

 to all oth
er m

atters. T
h

e 
step

 h
ad

 a certain
 logic as h

ad
 b

een
 n

oted
 in

 1
8
4
4
 b

y a 

you
n

g K
arl M

arx w
h

o, at th
at tim

e, w
as sim

ilarly d
evel-

op
in

g critical talen
ts an

d
 a w

orld
view

. M
arx p

ith
ily stat-

ed
  “criticism

 of religion
 is th

e p
rem

ise of all criticism
.” 

[M
arx also ad

d
ed

 “R
eligiou

s d
istress is at th

e sam
e tim

e 
th

e exp
ression

 of real d
istress an

d
 th

e p
rotest again

st real 
d
istress. R

eligion
 is th

e sigh
 of th

e op
p
ressed

 creatu
re, 

th
e h

eart of a h
eartless w

orld
, ju

st as it is th
e sp

irit of an
 

u
n

sp
iritu

al situ
ation

. It is th
e op

iu
m

 of th
e p

eop
le.] 

EAR
LY

 FR
EETH

O
UG

H
T-R

ELATED
 W

R
ITIN

G
S 

AN
D
 AC

TIV
ITIES 

W
h

ile h
e stru

ggled
 in

w
ard

ly, H
u

b
ert also b

egan
 to ex-

ten
d
 h

is view
s ou

tw
ard

 b
y w

ritin
g letters, p

articip
atin

g in
 

w
ork

in
g-class A

frican
 A

m
erican

 in
tellectu

al circles, an
d
 

FRP
LQ
J�LQ

WR�FRQ
WDFW�Z

LWK
�)
UHHWK

RX
JK
W�LQ

Á
X
HQ
FHG

�RUJDQ
L-

]DWLRQ
V��2

Q
H�RI�K

LV�HDUOLHVW�S
X
E
OLVK

HG
�OHWWHUV�FRQ

FHUQ
HG
�

WK
H�(

Q
JOLVK

�ODE
RU�DJLWDWRU��RUJDQ

L]HU��DQ
G
�VHOI�G

HVFULE
HG
�

p
h

ilosop
h

ic an
arch

ist J
oh

n
 T

u
rn

er w
h

o, on
 O

ctob
er 2

3
, 

1
9
0
3
, w

as arrested
 in

 N
ew

 York
 an

d
 im

p
rison

ed
 on

 E
llis 

Islan
d
 in

 p
rep

aration
 for d

ep
ortation

 u
n

d
er p

rovision
s of 

th
e Im

m
igration

 A
ct of M

arch
 3

, 1
9
0
3
. T

h
at law

 p
rovid

ed
 

for th
e exclu

sion
 of “an

arch
ists, or p

erson
s w

h
o b

elieve 
in

, or ad
vocate, th

e overth
row

 b
y force or violen

ce of th
e 

govern
m

en
t of th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, or of all govern
m

en
t, 

RU�RI�DOO�IRUP
V�RI�ODZ

��RU�WK
H�DVVDVVLQ

DWLRQ
�RI�S

X
E
OLF�RIÀ

-
cials.” W

h
ile T

u
rn

er d
id

 n
ot b

elieve in
, or ad

vocate, th
e 

u
se of force or violen

ce, h
e also 

G
LG
�Q
RW�E

HOLHYH�LQ
�RUJDQ

L]HG
�JRY-

ern
m

en
t an

d
 h

e w
as b

ein
g p

ros-
ecu

ted
 an

d
 d

ep
orted

 for w
h

at h
e 

d
id

 n
ot b

elieve in
. 

T
u

rn
er w

as d
efen

d
ed

 on
 F

ree-
th

ou
gh

t an
d
 free sp

eech
 grou

n
d
s 

b
y th

e T
ru

th
 S

eek
er, b

y th
e M

an
-

h
attan

 L
ib

eral C
lu

b
, an

d
 b

y th
e 

F
ree S

p
eech

 L
eagu

e (a p
red

eces-
sor of th

e A
m

erican
 C

ivil L
ib

er-
ties U

n
ion

) an
d
 th

ese grou
p
s or-

JDQ
L]HG

�D�'
HFHP

E
HU��

�P
HHWLQ

J�DW�&
RRS

HU�8
Q
LRQ

�LQ
�1
HZ

�
York

. A
fter a D

ecem
b
er 5

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 T
im

es ed
itorial d

e-
fen

d
ed

 th
e govern

m
en

t’s righ
t “to exclu

d
e” T

u
rn

er an
d
 

FULWLFL]HG
�K
LV�VX

S
S
RUWHUV��+

DUULVRQ
�Z

URWH�D�OHWWHU��S
X
E
-

lish
ed

 in
 th

e T
im

es of D
ecem

b
er 1

5
. H

e m
ain

tain
ed

 th
at 

“in
 th

is age of so-called
 free th

ou
gh

t an
d
 free sp

eech
” it 

w
as a “d

u
ty” to “aid

 th
e w

eak
er sid

e w
h

en
 th

at sid
e seem

s 
. . . to b

e in
 th

e righ
t.” H

e ad
d
ed

 th
at “to d

ep
ort a m

an
 

for exercisin
g th

e righ
t of free sp

eech
 w

h
en

 th
e exercise of 

th
at righ

t lim
its n

on
e of th

e n
atu

ral righ
ts of an

y on
e else, 

w
as u

n
ju

st, tyran
n

ical, an
d
 th

erefore u
n

d
em

ocratic.” 
A

n
oth

er F
reeth

ou
gh

t-related
 H

arrison
 letter ap

p
eared

 
in

 th
e S

ep
tem

b
er 2

5
, 1

9
0
9
, N

ew
 Y

ork
 T

im
es an

d
 d

is-
cu

ssed
 M

on
cu

re D
. C

on
w

ay, w
h

o w
as on

e of th
e m

ost 
p
op

u
lar au

th
ors of th

e F
reeth

ou
gh

t m
ovem

en
t an

d
 a b

i-

In
 a lec

tur
e
 h

e
 d

e
liv

e
r
e
d
 y

e
ar

s
 late

r
, 

H
ar

r
is

o
n

 e
x
p
lain

e
d, as

 q
uo

te
d
 in

 

th
e
 Fe

b
r
uar

y
 11, 19

11 T
r
uth

 S
e
e
ke

r
, 

th
at Pain

e
 “p

o
p
ular

ize
d
 th

e
 ar

g
um

e
n

ts
 

ag
ain

s
t C

h
r
is

tian
ity

 an
d
 b

r
o

ug
h

t th
e
m

 

d
o

w
n

 to
 th

e
 le

v
e
l o

f d
e
m

o
c
r
ac

y.”

In
 th

is
 p

e
r
io

d
 H

ar
r
is

o
n

 in
c
r
e
as

in
g
ly

 

c
am

e
 in

 c
o

n
tac

t w
ith

 th
e
 o

r
g
an

ize
d
 

Fr
e
e
th

o
ug

h
t M

o
v
e
m

e
n

t— a r
atio

n
alis

t, 

an
ti-r

e
lig

io
us

 m
o

v
e
m

e
n

t w
ith

 a 

s
tr

o
n

g
 b

as
e
 in

 N
e
w

 Yo
r
k an

d
 a w

e
e
kly

 

n
e
w

s
p
ap

e
r
, th

e
 T

r
uth

 S
e
e
ke

r
, fo

un
d
e
d
 

in
 18

73 b
y
 D. M

. B
e
n

n
e
tt.



ograp
h

er of P
ain

e. H
arrison

’s letter ch
allen

ged
 a p

revi-
ou

s letter, w
h

ich
 h

eld
 “th

at it n
ever w

as im
p
racticab

le 
for C

on
w

ay, w
ith

 h
is p

ractical ab
olition

 view
s, to live in

 
V

irgin
ia.” H

arrison
 cou

n
tered

, elab
oratin

g reason
s w

h
y 

it w
as “im

p
racticab

le” for C
on

w
ay to rem

ain
 in

 th
at state 

DQ
G
�K
H�HP

S
K
DVL]HG

��´$
P
HULFDQ

�K
LVWRU\�RZ

HV�P
X
FK
�WR�WK

H�
m

an
 w

h
o w

rote T
h

e Life of T
h

om
a

s P
a

in
e.”

H
is d

iary w
ritin

gs an
d
 early letters to th

e T
im

es in
d
i-

cate th
at H

arrison
’s in

terests w
ere b

ecom
in

g qu
ite secu

-
lar. H

e w
as an

 agn
ostic an

d
 h

e w
as attracted

 to scien
ce, 

to evolu
tion

ary th
eory, an

d
 to som

e of th
e rad

ical an
d
 

p
rogressive in

tellectu
al m

ovem
en

ts of th
e d

ay in
clu

d
in

g 
F

reeth
ou

gh
t, free sp

eech
, civil lib

erties, sin
gle taxism

, 
an

d
 socialism

. It is n
otew

orth
y th

at H
arrison

 m
et F

ree-
th

in
k
ers active in

 all th
ese variou

s efforts.

SUN
R
ISE C

LUB
 AN

D
 TH

E FR
EETH

O
UG

H
T 

M
O

V
EM

EN
T 

H
arrison

 b
egan

 atten
d
in

g activities of th
e S

u
n

rise C
lu

b
, a 

IUHHWK
RX

JK
W�LQ

Á
X
HQ
FHG

��LQ
WHU�UDFLDO�IRUX

P
�DURX

Q
G
��
�
�
�
��

7
K
H�&

OX
E
��RUJDQ

L]HG
�LQ

��
�
�
�
�E
\�(

G
Z
LQ
�&
��:

DON
HU��K

HOG
�

d
in

n
er m

eetin
gs every oth

er M
on

d
ay in

 M
an

h
attan

. Its 
aim

 w
as “to b

len
d
 alert th

ou
gh

t an
d
 sociab

ility, in
trod

u
c-

in
g to on

e an
oth

er m
en

 an
d
 w

om
en

 
of all vocation

s, p
arties, creed

s, n
a-

WLRQ
V�DQ

G
�UDFHVµ�DQ

G
�LW�HP

S
K
DVL]HG

�
th

at 
“on

 
all 

top
ics 

d
eb

ated
, 

th
e 

w
id

est ran
ges of op

in
ion

 is h
eart-

ily 
w

elcom
ed

.” 
H

arrison
 

assisted
 

at on
e 1

9
0
5
 S

u
n

rise C
lu

b
 activity 

in
volvin

g 
J
osep

h
 
R

in
n

, 
p
resid

en
t 

of th
e M

etrop
olitan

 P
sych

ical R
e-

search
 S

ociety, th
at sou

gh
t to ex-

p
ose a sp

iritu
alist fak

er. A
ccord

in
g 

to R
in

n
, over on

e th
ou

san
d
 p

eop
le atten

d
ed

 th
e even

t 
w

h
ile p

olice k
ep

t tw
o th

ou
san

d
 m

ore ou
tsid

e. O
ver th

e 
years H

arrison
 w

ou
ld

 sp
eak

 at th
e S

u
n

rise C
lu

b
 an

d
 on

e 
of h

is talk
s d

rew
 th

e largest n
u

m
b
er of A

frican
 A

m
erican

s 
h

e h
ad

 ever seen
 at an

y of th
e clu

b
’s activities. 

In
 th

is p
eriod

 H
arrison

 in
creasin

gly cam
e in

 con
tact 

Z
LWK

�WK
H�RUJDQ

L]HG
�)
UHHWK

RX
JK
W�0

RYHP
HQ
W�³

D�UDWLRQ
DOLVW��

an
ti-religiou

s m
ovem

en
t w

ith
 a stron

g b
ase in

 N
ew

 York
 

an
d
 a w

eek
ly n

ew
sp

ap
er, th

e T
ru

th
 S

eek
er, fou

n
d
ed

 in
 

1
8
7
3
 b

y D
.M

. B
en

n
ett. Its p

rin
cip

al ed
itors in

 H
arrison

’s 
years 

w
ere 

E
u

gen
e 

M
on

tagu
e 

M
acd

on
ald

 
(from

 
1
8
8
3
-

1
9
0
9
) an

d
 h

is you
n

ger b
roth

er G
eorge E

verett M
acd

on
-

ald
 (from

 1
9
0
9
 to 1

9
4
0
). T

h
e p

ap
er d

escrib
ed

 itself as 
“A

 F
reeth

ou
gh

t an
d
 A

gn
ostic N

ew
sp

ap
er” th

at sou
gh

t “to 
ed

u
cate th

e p
eop

le ou
t of religiou

s su
p
erstition

.” It su
p
-

p
orted

 “F
ree S

p
eech

,” “F
ree P

ress,” an
d
 “F

ree M
ails” an

d
 

d
em

an
d
ed

 taxation
 of ch

u
rch

 p
rop

erties, com
p
lete sep

a-
ration

 of ch
u

rch
 an

d
 state, an

d
 en

d
s to sch

ool p
rayers, 

b
lu

e law
s, an

d
 cou

rtroom
 oath

s. E
arly tw

en
tieth

 cen
tu

ry 

freeth
in

k
ers su

p
p
orted

 scien
ce, d

en
ied

 th
e in

fallib
ility of 

th
e B

ib
le, asserted

 th
e h

u
m

an
 origin

 of th
e O

ld
 an

d
 N

ew
 

T
estam

en
ts, d

en
ied

 th
e existen

ce of h
eaven

 an
d
 h

ell, u
p
-

h
eld

 th
e th

eory of evolu
tion

 as op
p
osed

 to th
e b

ib
lical 

G
en

esis, an
d
 h

eld
 th

at “m
orality an

d
 eth

ics—
or m

an
’s 

relation
 to m

an
” w

as “en
tirely in

d
ep

en
d
en

t of creed
 or 

religion
.” F

reeth
in

k
ers w

ere secu
lar an

d
 h

eld
 th

at eth
ical 

stan
d
ard

s arose n
ot from

 a S
u

p
rem

e B
ein

g, b
u

t from
 h

u
-

m
an

 action
 tow

ard
 oth

er h
u

m
an

s b
ein

gs. 
F

reeth
ou

gh
t attracted

 m
an

y p
rom

in
en

t follow
ers in

-
FOX

G
LQ
J�VX

IIUDJLVWV�6
X
VDQ

�%
��$

Q
WK
RQ

\�DQ
G
�(
OL]DE

HWK
�&
DG
\�

S
tan

ton
; orators H

u
gh

 O
. P

en
tecost an

d
 R

ob
ert G

. In
ger-

soll; an
tislavery ed

itor H
orace G

reeley; U
n

ion
 A

rm
y col-

on
el an

d
 au

th
or T

h
om

as W
en

tw
orth

 H
iggin

son
; attorn

ey 
C

laren
ce D

arrow
; socialist E

u
gen

e V
. D

eb
s; au

th
ors S

am
-

u
el L

. C
lem

en
s (M

ark
 T

w
ain

), an
d
 M

on
cu

re D
. C

on
w

ay. 
2
WK
HUV�LQ

Á
X
HQ
FHG

�E
\�IUHHWK

RX
JK
W�LQ

FOX
G
HG
�DFWLYLVW�/

X
F\�

P
arson

s, an
arch

ist E
m

m
a G

old
m

an
, an

d
 p

oet an
d
 h

isto-
rian

 C
arl S

an
d
b
u

rg. M
an

y A
frican

 A
m

erican
 an

d
 A

fro-C
a-

rib
b
ean

 lead
ers an

d
 w

riters of th
e early tw

en
tieth

 cen
tu

ry 
Z
HUH�LQ

Á
X
HQ
FHG

�E
\�IUHHWK

RX
JK
W�DQ

G
�DZ

DUH�RI�+
DUULVRQ

·V�
con

trib
u

tion
s in

 th
is area in

clu
d
in

g au
th

or R
ogers, R

an
-

d
olp

h
, M

oore, K
irn

on
, p

oets C
lau

d
e M

cK
ay an

d
 W

alter E
. 

H
aw

k
in

s, an
d
 jou

rn
alist/

activists 
C

yril V
. B

riggs A
. an

d
 R

oth
sch

ild
 

F
ran

cis. [W
.E

.B
. D

u
 B

ois, accord
-

in
g to h

is b
iograp

h
er D

avid
 L

ever-
in

g 
L
ew

is, 
w

as 
“an

 
agn

ostic 
an

d
 

an
ticlerical.”] 
+
RG
JH�.

LUQ
RQ

�HP
S
K
DVL]HV�WK

DW�
+
DUULVRQ

�Z
DV�HDVLO\�´WK

H�À
UVW�DQ

G
�

forem
ost 

N
egro 

in
 

th
e 

cau
se 

of 
freeth

ou
gh

t.” 
F

or 
years 

H
arrison

 
recom

m
en

d
ed

 b
ook

s p
u

b
lish

ed
 b

y 
th

e T
ru

th
 S

eek
er C

om
p
an

y an
d
 b

y C
h

arles W
atts’ R

atio-
n

alist P
ress in

 L
on

d
on

. H
is p

erson
al collection

 in
clu

d
ed

 
b
ook

s b
y C

on
w

ay, In
gersoll, an

d
 E

rn
st H

aeck
el; b

ook
s 

ab
ou

t P
ain

e an
d
 H

erb
ert S

p
en

cer; an
d
 catalogs from

 th
e 

R
ation

alist P
ress. In

 A
u

gu
st of 1

9
2
0
, in

 th
e G

arvey m
ove-

m
en

t’s N
egro W

orld
 n

ew
sp

ap
er, H

arrison
 w

rote “T
h

ose 
w

h
o w

an
t good

 b
ook

s on
 scien

ce, h
istory, religion

 an
d
 lit-

eratu
re at very low

 p
rices sh

ou
ld

 w
rite to th

e R
ation

alist 
P
ress A

ssociation
 of L

on
d
on

, E
n

glan
d
, an

d
 ask

 for th
eir 

list of six-p
en

n
y rep

rin
ts.” 

TH
O

M
AS PAIN

E CO
M

M
EM

O
R
ATIO

N
 

In
 F

eb
ru

ary 1
9
1
1
 H

arrison
 sp

ok
e at th

e freeth
ou

gh
t-sp

on
-

sored
 T

h
om

as P
ain

e C
om

m
em

oration
 D

in
n

er. P
u

b
licity 

for th
e even

t d
ep

icted
 h

im
 as “a N

egro, w
h

o h
as th

e rep
-

u
tation

 of b
ein

g th
e m

ost sch
olarly rep

resen
tative of h

is 
race in

 A
m

erica.” 
In

 ad
d
ition

 to d
iscu

ssin
g P

ain
e’s “m

ilitan
t u

n
b
elief 

an
d
 d

em
ocratic d

issen
t”, H

arrison
 d

escrib
ed

 h
ow

 d
eism

 

in
 P

ain
e’s E

n
glan

d
 led

 to th
e d

evelop
m

en
t of criticism

—
WH[WX

DO�DW�À
UVW��WK

HQ
�WK

H�VFLHQ
WLÀ

F�G
HYHORS

P
HQ
W�RI�+

LJK
HU�

C
riticism

 th
at grew

 in
 th

e 1
9
th

 C
en

tu
ry in

to A
gn

osticism
 

an
d
 A

th
eism

. In
 exam

in
in

g th
e p

erson
al d

eism
 of P

ain
e, 

H
arrison

 
saw

 
several 

very 
p
ositive 

asp
ects 

in
 
h

is 
ap

-
p
roach

. H
e cited

 th
e: (1

) com
m

on
 sen

se criticism
 in

clu
d
-

in
g th

at of n
u

m
erical b

lu
n

d
ers in

 C
h

ron
icles an

d
 com

-
p
arison

s of th
e gen

ealogy of C
h

rist given
 in

 M
atth

ew
 w

ith
 

th
at in

 L
u

k
e; (2

) h
istorical criticism

 su
ch

 as th
e fact th

at 
WK
H�3

HQ
WDWHX

FK
��WK

H�À
UVW�À

YH�E
RRN

V�RI�WK
H�ROG

�WHVWDP
HQ
W��

cou
ld

n
’t h

ave b
een

 w
ritten

 b
y M

oses sin
ce it in

clu
d
ed

 
even

ts after M
oses’ d

eath
—

in
clu

d
in

g h
is b

u
rial; an

d
 (3

) 
com

p
arative an

d
 literary criticism

 su
ch

 as th
at fou

n
d
 in

 
th

e secon
d
 p

art of P
ain

e’s T
h

e A
ge of R

ea
son

. 
H

arrison
 con

ten
d
ed

 th
at P

ain
e closed

 th
e d

eistical 
con

troversy an
d
 b

rou
gh

t th
e d

eb
ate “d

ow
n

 to th
e level of 

all m
en

,” to “th
e level of d

em
ocracy.” In

 h
is freeth

ou
gh

t 
w

ork
, as in

 h
is socialist an

d
 race con

sciou
s w

ork
, H

arri-
VRQ

�HP
S
K
DVL]HG

�WK
H�LP

S
RUWDQ

FH�RI�G
HP

RFUDWL]DWLRQ
�RI�VFL-

HQ
WLÀ

F�N
Q
RZ

OHG
JH��8

WLOL]LQ
J�WK

LV�DS
S
URDFK

�K
H�FRQ

WLQ
X
HG
�

to exp
ress h

is view
s p

u
b
licly. 

“M
EN

AC
E O

F EX
EM

PTIO
N

: C
H

UR
C
H

 
P
R
O

P
ER

TY
” 

In
 th

e N
ovem

b
er 4

, 1
9
1
1
 T

ru
th

 S
eek

er H
arrison

 w
rote a 

fron
t p

age article “M
en

ace of E
xem

p
tion

: C
h

u
rch

 P
rop

er-
ty in

 N
ew

 York
, W

orth
 $

4
0
0
,0

0
0
,0

0
0
 P

lu
s, E

vad
es P

ay-
m

en
t of T

axes.” T
h

e article d
escrib

ed
 h

ow
 ch

u
rch

es w
ith

 
S
URS

HUW\�LQ
�1
HZ

�<RUN
�&
LW\�Z

RUWK
�IRX

U�WR�À
YH�K

X
Q
G
UHG

�P
LO-

lion
 d

ollars evad
ed

 p
aym

en
t of taxes. H

e argu
ed

 for taxa-
tion

 of ch
u

rch
 p

rop
erty an

d
 again

st th
e id

ea th
at th

is w
as 

or sh
ou

ld
 b

e a C
h

ristian
 n

ation
 th

at ow
ed

 sp
ecial p

rivi-

T
h

e
 S

e
p
te

m
b
e
r
 12, 19

14 T
r
uth

 S
e
e
ke

r
 

fe
atur

e
d
 H

ar
r
is

o
n

’s
 “T

h
e
 N

eg
r
o

 

a C
o

n
s
e
r
vativ

e
: C

h
r
is

tian
ity

 S
till 

E
n

s
lav

es
 th

e
 M

in
d
s
 o

f T
h

o
s
e
 W

h
o

s
e
 

B
o

d
ies

 It H
as

 Lo
n

g
 H

e
ld

 B
o

un
d.”

H
U

BERT H
ARRISO

N
 W

AS O
FTEN

 
RECO

G
N

IZED
 IN

 THE TRU
TH SEEKER 

AN
D

 W
A

S FEATU
RED

 IN
 TH

E IM
PO

RTAN
T 

“G
O

LD
EN

 JU
BILEE N

U
M

BER” W
H

ICH
 

CO
M

M
EM

O
RATED

 TH
E 50

TH AN
N

IVERSARY O
F 

TH
E N

ATIO
N

AL FREETH
O

U
GH

T W
EEKLY O

N
 SEPTEM

BER 1, 1923.



leges to th
e ch

u
rch

. C
itin

g th
e C

en
su

s B
u

reau
’s R

ep
ort 

on
 R

eligiou
s B

od
ies for 1

9
1
0
, h

e m
ain

tain
ed

 th
at it m

ad
e 

Q
R�VHQ

VH�WR�FDOO�WK
LV�D�&

K
ULVWLDQ

�Q
DWLRQ

�VLQ
FH�WK

UHH�À
IWK

V�
of th

e p
eop

le w
ere n

ot ch
u

rch
 m

em
b
ers in

 an
y sen

se of 
th

e w
ord

. Im
p
ortan

tly, religiou
s p

rop
erty w

as tax exem
p
t 

an
d
 th

is m
ean

t th
at ch

u
rch

 p
rop

erty w
as su

p
p
orted

 b
y 

th
e taxes of m

an
y p

rop
erty h

old
ers w

h
o w

ere n
ot m

em
-

b
ers of ch

u
rch

es at all, a “m
on

strou
s in

ju
stice n

ot on
ly 

DJDLQ
VW�WK

UHH�À
IWK

V�RI�WK
H�S

HRS
OH�E

X
W�DOVR�DJDLQ

VW�WK
H�VHF-

X
ODU�S

URS
HUW\�RI�WK

H�RWK
HU�WZ

R�À
IWK

V�µ�
H

arrison
 

ask
ed

, 
“h

ow
 

can
 

th
e 

ch
u

rch
es—

esp
ecial-

ly th
e C

h
ristian

 ch
u

rch
—

recon
cile th

is p
olicy of p

u
b
lic 

d
ish

on
esty w

ith
 th

eir p
rofession

s of p
iety?” A

d
vocates 

of ch
u

rch
 tax exem

p
tion

 evid
en

tly assu
m

ed
 th

at ch
u

rch
 

p
rop

erty sh
ou

ld
 b

e tax exem
p
t b

y virtu
e of “d

ivin
e righ

t.” 
H

arrison
 read

ily took
 on

 th
e d

ivin
e righ

t argu
m

en
t an

d
 

p
oin

ted
 ou

t “n
eith

er th
e B

ib
le n

or th
e earlier fath

ers fu
r-

n
ish

ed
 an

y grou
n

d
 for su

ch
 a b

elief, an
d
 th

e C
h

ristian
 

S
crip

tu
res th

em
selves con

tain
 an

 im
p
lied

 con
d
em

n
ation

 
of th

e tax exem
p
tion

 th
eory.” In

 th
e “S

yn
op

tic G
osp

els” 
J
esu

s p
aid

 h
is taxes an

d
 laid

 d
ow

n
 th

e p
rin

cip
le govern

-
in

g su
ch

 cases b
y offerin

g th
e ad

vice to “R
en

d
er . . . u

n
to 

C
aesar th

e th
in

gs th
at are C

aesar’s an
d
 u

n
to G

od
 th

e 
WK
LQ
JV�WK

DW�DUH�*
RG
·V�µ�7

K
LV��+

DUULVRQ
�HP

S
K
DVL]HG

��Z
DV�

K
RZ

�´WK
H�À

UVW�&
K
ULVWLDQ

�S
DLG

�K
LV�WD[HV�µ�

H
arrison

 also p
oin

ted
 ou

t th
e role th

at th
e C

h
u

rch
 

K
DG
�S
OD\HG

�LQ
�WK

H�G
RZ

Q
IDOO�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ

V�DQ
G
�Q
DWLRQ

V�
from

 R
om

e to th
e m

ore recen
t exam

p
les of F

ran
ce, S

p
ain

, 
an

d
 P

ortu
gal. T

h
rou

gh
 “th

e exten
sive system

 of exem
p
-

WLRQ
V�DQ

G
�S
ULYLOHJHV�µ�K

H�DUJX
HG
��́
WK
H�FK

X
UFK

�À
UVW�VHFX

UHG
�

a h
old

 on
 th

e S
tate an

d
 th

en
 stran

gled
 it.” H

e con
clu

d
ed

 
w

ith
 a forcefu

l call for taxation
 of C

h
u

rch
 p

rop
erty:

 . . . sin
ce th

e exem
p
tion

 of ch
u

rch
 p

rop
erty from

 
taxation

 is th
e very root of th

at p
ow

er b
y w

h
ich

 
th

e ch
u

rch
 b

ecom
es a social an

d
 p

olitical m
en

ace; 
sin

ce w
e h

ave th
e exp

erien
ce of th

e p
ast an

d
 th

e 
p
resen

t to sh
ow

 u
s th

e d
ep

lorab
le effects of th

is 
p
ow

er in
 th

e n
ation

al life of a p
eop

le; sin
ce th

e 
ch

u
rch

es th
em

selves can
 ad

van
ce n

o valid
 claim

 
(even

 from
 th

eir ow
n

 B
ib

le) to th
e tax-exem

p
tion

 
of th

eir p
rop

erty, an
d
 sin

ce th
e exem

p
tion

 of an
y 

b
u

t p
u

b
lic p

rop
erty is u

n
ju

st an
d
 d

an
gerou

s on
 

grou
n

d
s of civil an

d
 p

olitical w
elfare -- th

e ch
u

rch
-

es ou
gh

t to b
e com

p
elled

 to p
ay th

eir ju
st p

ortion
 

of th
e b

u
rd

en
 of p

u
b
lic exp

en
se. 

FR
EETH

O
UG

H
T AN

D
 B

IR
TH

 CO
N

TR
O

L 
LEC

TUR
ER

,Q
��
�
�
�
�+

DUULVRQ
�VHW�RX

W�WR�RUJDQ
L]H�K

LV�RZ
Q
�OHFWX

UH�
sch

ed
u

les. S
tartin

g in
 A

p
ril h

e h
eld

 ou
td

oor lectu
res at 

1
8
1
st S

t. an
d
 S

t. N
ich

olas A
ven

u
e sp

on
sored

 b
y th

e H
ar-

lem
 E

d
u

cation
al A

llian
ce. D

u
rin

g th
e su

m
m

er, h
e sp

ok
e 

on
 scien

ce, evolu
tion

, an
d
 literatu

re; again
st religiou

s 

su
p
erstition

s; an
d
 in

 su
p
p
ort of w

om
en

’s su
ffrage an

d
 

“b
irth

 con
trol.” 

A
s H

arrison
 m

ad
e h

is livin
g lectu

rin
g on

 street cor-
Q
HUV�DQ

G
�VHOOLQ

J�E
RRN

V��K
LV�WK

HP
HV�Z

HUH�LQ
Á
X
HQ
FHG

�E
\�K

LV�
socialist view

s; h
is ration

alist, an
ti-religiou

s p
osition

s; 
h

is su
p
p
ort of w

om
en

’s su
ffrage an

d
 b

irth
 con

trol; an
d
 

h
is race con

sciou
sn

ess. In
 N

ew
 York

 C
ity in

 1
9
1
4
 su

ch
 a 

com
b
in

ation
 of id

eas, com
in

g from
 an

 A
frican

 A
m

erican
 

led
 to op

p
osition

 from
 th

e au
th

orities an
d
 from

 th
u

gs. 
T
h

reats w
ere m

ad
e on

 several occasion
s “to force h

im
 

to stop
 sp

eak
in

g.” H
is view

s on
 b

irth
 con

trol an
d
 reli-

gion
 w

ere often
 op

p
osed

 an
d
 at h

is ou
td

oor talk
s h

e an
d
 

oth
ers w

ere often
 forced

 to d
efen

d
 th

em
selves p

h
ysically 

from
 m

ob
s. 

H
arrison

 w
as a p

ion
eerin

g A
frican

 A
m

erican
 sp

eak
-

er 
on

 
b
irth

 
con

trol. 
S

ocialists 
an

d
 

freeth
in

k
ers 

w
ere 

p
rom

in
en

t in
 th

e b
irth

 con
trol m

ovem
en

t an
d
 m

ovem
en

t 
fou

n
d
er M

argaret S
an

ger h
ad

 b
een

 a m
em

b
er of H

arri-
son

’s S
ocialist P

arty B
ran

ch
 5

. P
rior to 1

9
1
4
, accord

in
g 

to W
.E

.B
. D

u
 B

ois, th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 little form

al w
ork

 on
 

b
irth

 con
trol d

on
e in

 th
e A

frican
 A

m
erican

 com
m

u
n

ity 
´DQ

G
�S
UDFWLFDOO\�Q

RQ
H�E

\�1
HJURHVµ�G

X
H�WR�D�VLJQ

LÀ
FDQ

W�
lack

 
of 

in
form

ation
 

an
d
 

“a 
good

 
m

an
y 

m
isap

p
reh

en
-

sion
s.” H

arrison
 m

ad
e efforts, at tim

es at great risk
, to 

cou
n

ter th
is lack

 of in
form

ation
. W

h
ile h

e agitated
 in

 fa-
vor of b

irth
 con

trol, h
e w

as, as h
is later w

ritin
gs in

d
icat-

ed
, also aw

are of w
h

ite su
p
rem

acist asp
ects of th

e issu
e. 

In
 1

9
2
0
 h

e w
ou

ld
 p

u
b
licly exp

ress h
is op

p
osition

 to th
e 

p
ractices of “th

e w
h

ite d
octors [w

h
o] in

 th
eir h

osp
itals 

from
 th

e S
ou

th
 to H

arlem
” p

erform
ed

 “op
eration

s on
 col-

ored
 w

om
en

 —
 - u

n
b
ek

n
ow

n
 to th

em
—

to b
e su

re th
at th

ey 
w

ou
ld

 n
ot b

e b
reed

ers of m
en

.” 
T
h

e T
ru

th
 S

eek
er of J

u
n

e 2
7
, 1

9
1
4
, n

oted
 th

at H
arri-

son
, w

as “G
ivin

g O
u

td
oor L

ectu
res on

 R
eligiou

s S
u

b
jects, 

at U
p
tow

n
 G

ath
erin

g P
laces” an

d
 “D

isp
osin

g of L
arge 

N
u

m
b
er of P

ain
e’s ‘A

ge of R
eason

,’ W
h

ich
 H

e D
iscu

sses 
as th

e F
ifth

 G
osp

el, T
h

at of ‘S
t. T

h
om

as.’” H
e sp

ok
e on

 
M

on
d
ay n

igh
ts at 1

2
5
th

 S
treet an

d
 S

even
th

 A
ve., T

u
es-

d
ays at 1

8
1
st S

t an
d
 S

t. N
ich

olas A
ve, W

ed
n

esd
ays at 

1
3
7
th

 S
t. an

d
 B

road
w

ay an
d
 th

en
 rep

eated
 at th

ese th
ree 

sites on
 T

h
u

rsd
ays, F

rid
ays, an

d
 S

atu
rd

ays—
an

d
 h

e h
ad

 
“good

 A
u

d
ien

ces” at th
ese talk

s. 
O

n
 J

u
n

e 2
6
, 1

9
1
4
, h

is n
oon

tim
e F

rid
ay lectu

re at 
M

ad
ison

 S
qu

are (B
road

w
ay an

d
 2

3
rd

 S
t. at M

ad
ison

 A
v-

en
u

e) w
as in

terru
p
ted

 w
h

en
 th

e p
olice arrested

 h
im

 for 
“h

old
in

g a religiou
s m

eetin
g w

ith
ou

t a p
erm

it.” H
e h

ad
 

b
een

 d
eliverin

g lectu
res of an

 h
istorical an

d
 critical n

a-
tu

re an
d
, accord

in
g to th

e T
ru

th
 S

eek
er, h

e h
ad

 “arou
sed

 
som

e op
p
osition

 from
 C

ath
olic an

d
 P

rotestan
t an

tago-
n

ists” w
h

o cou
ld

n
’t m

atch
 h

is “su
p
erior read

in
ess an

d
 er-

X
G
LWLRQ

�µ�7
K
H�FRP

S
ODLQ

W�Z
DV�À

OHG
�E
\�D�P

DQ
�Q
DP

HG
�6
HDJHU�

w
h

o ob
jected

 to H
arrison

 sp
eak

in
g on

 religion
 w

ith
ou

t a 
licen

se. T
h

ou
gh

 S
eager w

as m
ore arou

sed
 b

y th
e “b

las-

p
h

em
ou

s” lan
gu

age of th
ose w

h
o op

p
osed

 H
arrison

, n
on

e 
of th

e op
p
osin

g trou
b
lem

ak
ers w

ere arrested
 or ch

arged
 

d
esp

ite w
h

at w
as d

escrib
ed

 as th
eir “u

n
b
ecom

in
g con

-
G
X
FW�µ�7

K
H�DUUHVWLQ

J�RIÀ
FHU�FODLP

HG
�WK

DW�K
H�Z

DV�Q
RW�E

RWK
-

ered
 b

y H
arrison

’s lack
 of licen

se or b
y th

e con
ten

t of h
is 

d
iscou

rse, b
u

t th
at h

is reason
 for m

ak
in

g th
e arrest w

as 
con

cern
 over a p

ossib
le riot d

u
e to th

e large crow
d
. In

 
cou

rt H
arrison

 claim
ed

 th
at h

e exten
d
ed

 every effort to 
aid

 th
e p

olice in
 “m

ain
tain

in
g ord

er an
d
 d

ecoru
m

.” 
M

agistrate J
osep

h
 E

. C
orrigan

 ru
led

 in
 H

arrison
’s fa-

vor, as h
e w

ou
ld

 d
o in

 several sim
ilar cases. H

e p
oin

ted
 

ou
t th

e statu
tory d

istin
ction

 b
etw

een
 h

old
in

g services, 
w

h
ich

 requ
ired

 a licen
se, an

d
 sp

eak
in

g on
 religion

, w
h

ich
 

d
id

 n
ot. H

e ad
d
ed

 th
at H

arrison
 h

ad
 com

m
itted

 n
o crim

i-
n

al violation
 an

d
 th

at civil action
 in

 th
e case of u

n
licen

sed
 

religiou
s services, w

h
en

 it existed
, sh

ou
ld

 p
rop

erly b
e 

b
rou

gh
t to th

e city’s corp
oration

 cou
n

sel. C
orrigan

 stated
 

th
at h

e w
ou

ld
 n

ot tolerate d
is-

crim
in

ation
 again

st a sp
eak

er 
m

erely for h
is view

s, b
u

t if th
e 

sp
eak

er 
in

terfered
 

w
ith

 
traf-

À
F�
WK
DW�

Z
RX

OG
�
S
URYLG

H�
DP

S
OH�

grou
n

d
s for p

olice action
. H

e 
th

en
 

released
 

H
arrison

 
an

d
 

w
arn

ed
 h

im
 th

at h
e w

ou
ld

 d
eal 

sh
arp

ly w
ith

 h
im

 if h
e p

ersist-
ed

 in
 th

e fu
tu

re in
 d

efyin
g th

e 
p
olice 

an
d
 

h
old

in
g 

m
eetin

gs 
ten

d
in

g to cau
se d

istu
rb

an
ces. 

TH
E R

AD
IC

AL FO
R
UM

 
H

arrison
’s lectu

res w
ere regu

larly sch
ed

u
led

 for 1
2
5
th

 
S

t. an
d
 S

even
th

 A
ve., 1

8
1
st S

t. an
d
 S

t. N
ich

olas A
ve., 

1
6
3
rd

 S
t. an

d
 P

rosp
ect A

ve. in
 th

e B
ron

x, 3
7
th

 S
t. an

d
 

B
road

w
ay, 

an
d
 

M
ad

ison
 

S
qu

are. 
A

s 
h

e 
con

tin
u

ed
 

to 
sp

eak
 th

rou
gh

ou
t th

e city h
is p

op
u

larity grew
. T

h
e T

ru
th

 
S

eek
er of A

u
gu

st 8
 rep

orted
 th

at “th
e p

eop
le h

ear h
im

 
glad

ly” an
d
 on

 n
u

m
erou

s occasion
s h

is tw
o-an

d
-a-h

alf 
K
RX

U�
WDON

V�
G
UHZ

�
À
IWHHQ

�
K
X
Q
G
UHG

�
S
HRS

OH�
´Z
LWK

RX
W�
H[-

h
au

stin
g th

e[ir] in
terest.” H

e w
as d

escrib
ed

 as “sch
olarly, 

versatile, h
u

m
orou

s, an
d
 in

stan
t in

 rep
ly” an

d
 h

is talk
s 

treated
 su

b
jects as d

iverse as h
istory, literatu

re, p
olitics, 

an
d
 religion

. T
h

e talk
s on

 religion
 regu

larly in
clu

d
ed

 “d
i-

gression
s in

to p
olem

ics an
d
 textu

al criticism
 of th

e B
i-

b
le” an

d
 H

arrison
 stressed

 th
e “h

istorical an
d
 evolu

tion
al 

p
oin

t of view
.” T

h
e T

ru
th

 S
eek

er attrib
u

ted
 a “n

ew
 free-

d
om

 for street p
rop

agan
d
a” in

 N
ew

 York
 C

ity to th
e efforts 

of H
arrison

 an
d
 to th

e efforts of an
arch

ists, w
h

o w
ere 

in
volved

 in
 free sp

eech
 stru

ggles at th
e tim

e. 
H

arrison
 w

as soon
 tested

 b
y m

ore b
latan

t d
iscrim

in
a-

tion
 an

d
 extra-legal m

eth
od

s. S
eem

in
gly com

p
licit p

olice 
b
eh

avior w
as in

volved
 in

 a seriou
s p

h
ysical con

fron
tation

 
w

ith
 an

 u
p
tow

n
 m

ob
 on

 A
u

gu
st 1

1
, 1

9
1
4
. A

ccord
in

g to 

th
e T

ru
th

 S
eeker, at ab

ou
t 1

0
:3

0
 p

.m
., after a talk

 th
at in

-
clu

d
ed

 a b
itter attack

 on
 th

e ch
u

rch
 in

 gen
eral an

d
 on

 th
e 

C
ath

olic C
h

u
rch

 in
 p

articu
lar, a grou

p
 of ab

ou
t 5

0
 row

d
ies 

w
h

o w
aited

 u
n

til th
e crow

d
 d

isp
ersed

 w
en

t after H
arrison

 
w

ith
 
“m

u
rd

erou
s 

in
ten

tion
.” 

A
s 

h
e 

en
tered

 
th

e 
u

n
d
er-

grou
n

d
 p

assage lead
in

g to th
e su

b
w

ay an
d
 w

alk
ed

 in
 fron

t 
of th

e tick
et b

ooth
 th

e m
ob

 “ru
sh

ed
 h

im
 an

d
 b

egan
 to b

eat 
h

im
.” H

arrison
 h

ad
 b

een
 forew

arn
ed

 of d
an

ger an
d
 w

as 
read

y, h
avin

g “p
rovid

ed
 h

im
self w

ith
 a leg of th

e tab
le from

 
w

h
ich

 h
e sp

ok
e, as m

ean
s of d

efen
se in

 case of assau
lt.” 

A
s h

e w
as attack

ed
 b

y th
e grou

p
 th

e rin
glead

er W
illiam

 
M

cE
lroy stru

ck
 at h

im
 w

ith
 an

 iron
 b

ar. H
arrison

 p
arried

 
th

e b
low

 an
d
 stru

ck
 b

ack
, sen

d
in

g M
cE

lroy to th
e grou

n
d
 

an
d
 th

en
 to th

e h
osp

ital w
h

ile h
is coh

orts d
isp

ersed
. 

P
olice reserves su

d
d
en

ly ap
p
eared

 an
d
 arrested

 h
im

, 
b
u

t n
ot an

y of h
is assailan

ts. H
e w

as tak
en

 to th
e 1

7
7
th

 
S

t. S
tation

 h
ou

se an
d
 lock

ed
 u

p
 on

 a ch
arge of felon

i-
ou

s assau
lt an

d
 p

laced
 u

n
d
er 

$
5
0
0
 b

on
d
. S

in
ce h

e d
id

 n
ot 

h
ave th

e requ
ired

 b
ail, h

e w
as 

forced
, after a b

rief h
earin

g, to 
stay in

 jail for th
ree d

ays u
n

-
til 

h
e 

w
en

t 
b
efore 

M
agistrate 

C
am

p
b
ell 

at 
th

e 
5
7
th

 
S

treet 
cou

rt. C
am

p
b
ell h

ad
 n

o ap
p
ar-

en
t 

sym
p
ath

y 
for 

H
arrison

’s 
view

s. 
A

gain
, 

h
ow

ever, 
H

arri-
son

 w
on

 acqu
ittal. H

e argu
ed

 
self-d

efen
se 

an
d
 

w
as 

h
elp

ed
, 

accord
in

g to th
e T

ru
th

 S
eek

er, 
b
y th

e fact th
at th

e testim
on

y 
of h

is accu
sers w

as less th
an

 cred
ib

le. 
T
h

rou
gh

ou
t h

is ord
eal H

arrison
 received

 n
o h

elp
 from

 
th

e S
ocialist P

arty th
ou

gh
 h

e w
as n

om
in

ally a m
em

b
er. 

T
h

e p
arty p

ap
er, th

e N
ew

 Y
ork

 C
a

ll, en
tirely 1

3
 ign

ored
 

th
e case. T

h
e su

p
p
ort h

e d
id

 receive cam
e from

 freeth
in

k
-

ers an
d
 variou

s rad
ical grou

p
in

gs lik
e th

e H
arlem

 E
d
u

ca-
tion

al A
llian

ce. H
arrison

 also received
 su

p
p
ort from

 th
e 

T
ru

th
 S

eek
er, w

h
ich

 on
 A

u
gu

st 2
2
 rep

orted
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

arou
sed

 th
e “b

itterest an
im

osity” from
 “R

om
an

 C
ath

olic 
S
OX
J�X

JOLHV��Z
K
R�À

Q
G
�WK

HP
VHOYHV�VR�E

DG
O\�E

HDWHQ
�LQ

�HY-
ery argu

m
en

t th
at th

eir sole resort is th
e ap

p
eal to b

ru
te 

IRUFH�µ�,W�Q
RWHG

�WK
DW�RQ

�VHYHUDO�RFFDVLRQ
V�WK

HVH�UX
IÀ
DQ

V�
h

ad
 th

reaten
ed

 H
arrison

 w
ith

 crim
in

al violen
ce. It w

as to 
th

e freeth
in

k
ers an

d
 oth

er rad
ical grou

p
s th

at h
e tu

rn
ed

. 
In

 th
e A

u
gu

st 2
2
, 1

9
1
4
 T

ru
th

 S
eek

er, H
arrison

 re-
cou

n
ted

 th
e su

ccessfu
l efforts of lectu

rer H
u

gh
 O

. P
en

-
tecost, on

e of th
e orators w

h
o h

ad
 attracted

 h
im

 to free-
th

ou
gh

t. P
en

tecost, u
n

til h
is d

eath
 in

 1
9
0
7
, h

ad
 gon

e 
IURP

�P
LQ
LVWHU�WR�ODE

RU�RUJDQ
L]HU��WR�DJQ

RVWLF�WR�DWK
HLVW�WR�

an
arch

ist to socialist in
 p

u
rsu

it of tru
th

 an
d
 h

is lectu
res 

attracted
 large au

d
ien

ces b
ecau

se h
e w

as d
arin

g, h
ad

 
in

tegrity, an
d
 w

as w
illin

g, as H
arrison

 said
, to ch

an
ge 

Afte
r
 H

ar
r
is

o
n

 c
am

e
 o

ut w
ith

 T
h

e
 Vo

ic
e
, 

bV
S
�ã

`
a
b�\

S
e
a
^
O^

S
`
�]

T�bV
S
�[

WZWbO\
b

“N
e
w

 N
eg

r
o

 M
o

v
e
m

e
n

t” o
n

 July
 4, 19

17, 

th
e
 T

r
uth

 S
e
e
ke

r
 o

f July
 21 n

o
te

d
 th

e

ap
p
e
ar

an
c
e
 o

f th
e
 p

ap
e
r
. It als

o
 c

alle
d
 

atte
n

tio
n

 to
 th

e
 fac

t th
at “H

ub
e
r
t H

.

H
ar

r
is

o
n

, th
e
 w

id
e
ly-kn

o
w

n
 Fr

e
e
-th

o
ug

h
t 

s
tr

e
e
t s

p
e
ake

r
,” e

d
ite

d
 it.



“th
e old

 garb
 of tru

th
 for a n

ew
er on

e.” S
in

ce h
is d

eath
, 

n
o on

e h
ad

 p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e torch
 an

d
 H

arrison
, w

h
o lik

e 
P
en

tecost w
as at tim

es d
escrib

ed
 as an

 agn
ostic an

d
 at 

tim
es d

escrib
ed

 as an
 ath

eist, assessed
 th

at th
e tim

es 
w

ere rip
e for again

 d
oin

g su
ch

 w
ork

. [In
terestin

gly, H
ar-

rison
 in

 F
eb

ru
ary 1

9
1
9
, p

erh
ap

s d
raw

in
g from

 P
en

tecost, 
w

ou
ld

 offer a lectu
re on

 “S
om

e F
allacies of F

reeth
ou

gh
t” 

for th
e W

ash
in

gton
 (D

C
) S

ecu
lar L

eagu
e.] 

H
arrison

 n
oted

 th
at th

e rad
icals of N

ew
 York

 w
ere 

VFDWWHUHG
�LQ

�YDULRX
V�RUJDQ

L]DWLRQ
V�DQ

G
�P

RYHP
HQ
WV�LQ

-
clu

d
in

g socialists, an
arch

ists, sin
gle taxers, an

d
 ath

eists 
an

d
 th

at sin
ce th

ey w
ere gen

erally sep
arated

 from
 each

 
RWK

HU�G
X
H�WR�WK

H�Q
HHG

V�RI�WK
HLU�RUJDQ

L]DWLRQ
V�WK

H\�G
LG
�Q
RW�

h
ave access to “th

e aw
ak

en
in

g b
reath

 of th
e larger lib

er-
alism

, from
 w

h
ich

 all alik
e m

ay d
raw

 in
sp

iration
.” It w

as 
th

is “larger lib
eralism

” th
at w

as n
eed

ed
 to w

aft “th
rou

gh
 

th
e d

ogm
atic corrid

ors of th
eir sep

arate creed
s.” 

H
arrison

’s an
sw

er w
as to seek

 to u
n

ite th
e sp

lin
tered

 
UDG

LFDOV�WK
URX

JK
�RUJDQ

L]HG
�OHFWX

UH�S
URJUDP

V��7
K
H�IRUX

P
V�

w
ere en

vision
ed

 as a series of lectu
re cou

rses on
 p

op
u

lar 
scien

ce, h
istory, d

ram
a, p

olitics, sociology, econ
om

ics, an
d
 

religion
. T

h
e lectu

res in
 an

y given
 series w

ere to b
e every 

tw
o w

eek
s w

ith
 altern

ate lectu
re d

ates u
sed

 for p
op

u
lar 

talk
s on

 variou
s top

ics. Literatu
re ap

p
rop

riate for each
 su

b
-

ject w
ou

ld
 b

e sold
 as w

ell as rad
ical an

d
 freeth

ou
gh

t p
eri-

od
icals su

ch
 as th

e Tru
th

 S
eeker, th

e M
eltin

g Pot, th
e N

ew
 

R
eview

, th
e S

in
gle Ta

x R
eview

, an
d
 th

e M
en

a
ce. H

arrison
 

UHDOL]HG
�WK

DW�VX
FK
�D�IRUX

P
�´Z

LWK
�D�P

DQ
�RI�$

IULFDQ
�G
HVFHQ

W�
as lectu

rer” w
ou

ld
 “b

e u
n

iqu
e in

 th
e h

istory of N
ew

 York
.” 

In
 a S

ep
tem

b
er 2

8
 “D

iary” en
try H

arrison
 w

rote th
at 

h
e w

ou
ld

 lectu
re on

ce a w
eek

 on
 S

u
n

d
ay aftern

oon
s. H

is 
“R

ad
ical F

oru
m

 w
ou

ld
 b

e “A
 foru

m
 for free sp

irits. A
 p

lace 
w

h
ere m

en
 an

d
 w

om
en

, sick
 of th

e in
sin

cerities of cu
lts 

an
d
 creed

s, can
 m

en
tally w

alk
 ab

road
 an

d
 recreate th

em
-

selves.” H
e soon

 exp
an

d
ed

 h
is sch

ed
u

le an
d
 d

u
rin

g th
e 

rem
ain

d
er of 1

9
1
4
 h

e lectu
red

 for th
e “R

ad
ical F

oru
m

” 
six d

ays a w
eek

 at th
e N

ew
 H

arlem
 C

asin
o at L

en
ox A

v-
en

u
e an

d
 1

1
6
th

 S
t. an

d
 th

rou
gh

ou
t th

e city. H
is talk

s 
in

clu
d
ed

 su
ch

 su
b
jects as: “M

od
ern

 M
aterialism

”; “J
esu

s 
C

h
rist an

d
 th

e W
ork

in
g M

an
: A

 C
h

allen
ge to th

e C
h

ris-
tian

 S
ocialists”; “T

h
e N

atu
ral H

istory of R
eligion

”; “T
h

e 
N

atu
re of R

eligion
”; “T

h
e C

lass S
tru

ggle: A
 C

riticism
 an

d
 

C
on

fession
”; “T

h
e R

oots of R
eligion

: A
 S

tu
d
y in

 P
rim

itive 
P
sych

ology”; “S
ex, S

in
n

ers, an
d
 S

ociety”; “T
h

e W
orsh

ip
 of 

D
eath

”; “R
om

an
ism

 an
d
 th

e R
ep

u
b
lic”; “H

ow
 G

od
 G

rew
: 

T
h

e E
volu

tion
 of th

e Id
ea of G

od
”; “E

volu
tion

: S
ocial an

d
 

O
rgan

ic”; “T
h

e M
an

u
factu

re of G
od

s”; “T
h

e O
rigin

 of th
e 

P
riesth

ood
”; an

d
 “A

 D
efen

se of A
th

eism
.” 

“TH
E N

EG
R
O

 A CO
N

SERVATIV
E” 

T
h

e S
ep

tem
b
er 1

2
, 1

9
1
4
 T

ru
th

 S
eek

er featu
red

 H
arrison

’s 
“T

h
e N

egro a C
on

servative: C
h

ristian
ity S

till E
n

slaves th
e 

M
in

d
s of T

h
ose W

h
ose B

od
ies It H

as L
on

g H
eld

 B
ou

n
d
.” 

In
 th

e article H
arrison

 ch
allen

ged
 th

e role of C
h

ristian
ity 

an
d
 called

 for “N
egroes . . . [to] sh

ak
e off th

e tram
m

els 
of su

ch
 tim

e-servin
g lead

ers as M
r. [B

ook
er T.] W

ash
in

g-
ton

,” w
h

o w
as, at th

e tim
e, th

e m
ost p

ow
erfu

l “N
egro” 

lead
er in

 th
e cou

n
try. 

H
arrison

 
d
iscu

ssed
 

h
ow

 
in

 
“in

tellectu
al 

en
d
eavor” 

th
e d

om
in

an
t attitu

d
e of “th

e A
m

erican
 N

egro” h
as b

een
 

“con
servative.” H

e n
oted

, th
at “in

 th
eological criticism

, 
religiou

s d
issen

t, social an
d
 p

olitical h
eresies su

ch
 as 

S
in

gle T
ax, S

ocialism
, A

n
arch

ism
 . . . th

e N
egro in

 A
m

er-
ica h

as tak
en

 n
o p

art” [th
ou

gh
 th

ere w
as a “glim

m
er of 

ch
an

ge” in
 som

e of th
e you

n
ger gen

eration
]. H

e attrib
u

t-
ed

 th
is to th

e fact th
at: 

C
h

ristia
n

 A
m

erica
 crea

ted
 th

e color lin
e; a

n
d
 a

ll 
th

e grea
t cu

rren
ts of critica

l op
in

ion
, from

 th
e 

eigh
teen

th
 cen

tu
ry to ou

r tim
e, h

a
ve fou

n
d
 th

e 
grea

t b
a
rrier im

p
a
ssib

le a
n

d
 w

ell-n
igh

 im
p
ervi-

ou
s. B

eh
in

d
 th

e color lin
e on

e h
a
s to th

in
k
 p

er-
p
etu

a
lly of th

e color lin
e, a

n
d
 m

ost of th
ose w

h
o 

grow
 u

p
 b

eh
in

d
 it ca

n
 th

in
k
 of n

oth
in

g else. E
ven

 
w

h
en

 on
e essa

ys to th
in

k
 of oth

er th
in

gs, th
a
t 

th
in

k
in

g is tin
ged

 w
ith

 th
e sh

a
d
es of th

e su
r-

rou
n

d
in

g a
tm

osp
h

ere. 

H
e ad

d
ed

 th
at th

e ob
stacles to “N

egro ed
u

cation
” su

ch
 as 

th
e m

eager 5
8
 cen

ts p
er p

u
p
il sp

en
t an

n
u

ally in
 certain

 
sou

th
ern

 cou
n

ties” fu
rth

er h
elp

ed
 to exp

lain
 “th

e d
earth

 
of th

in
k
ers w

h
o are rad

ical on
 oth

er th
an

 racial m
atters.”

A
fter n

otin
g th

at A
frican

 A
m

erican
s “h

ave su
ffered

 
m

ore th
an

 an
y oth

er class of A
m

erican
s from

 th
e d

u
b
iou

s 
b
lessin

gs of C
h

ristian
ity” H

arrison
 offered

 som
e h

istori-
cal con

text: 

It h
as b

een
 w

ell said
 th

at th
e tw

o great in
stru

-
m

en
ts for th

e p
rop

agation
 of race p

reju
d
ice in

 
A

m
erica are th

e A
ssociated

 P
ress an

d
 th

e C
h

ris-
tian

 C
h

u
rch

. T
h

is is qu
ite tru

e. H
istorically, it w

as 
th

e n
am

e of religion
 th

at cloak
ed

 th
e b

egin
n

in
gs of 

slavery on
 th

e soil of A
m

erica, an
d
 b

u
ttressed

 its 
con

tin
u

an
ce. T

h
e ch

u
rch

 saw
 to it th

at th
e religion

 
tau

gh
t to slaves sh

ou
ld

 stress th
e servile virtu

es of 
su

b
servien

ce an
d
 con

ten
t, an

d
 th

ese th
in

gs h
ave 

b
itten

 d
eep

ly in
to th

e sou
ls of b

lack
 folk

...

:
K
HQ
�WK

H�À
JK
W�IRU�WK

H�DE
ROLWLRQ

�RI�VODYHU\�Z
DV�

on
, th

e C
h

ristian
 ch

u
rch

, n
ot con

ten
t w

ith
 qu

otin
g 

scrip
tu

re, gagged
 th

e m
ou

th
s of su

ch
 of th

eir ad
-

h
eren

ts as d
ared

 to p
rotest again

st th
e accu

rsed
 

WK
LQ
J��S

HQ
DOL]HG

�WK
HLU�RS

HQ
�DG

YRFDF\�RI�DE
ROLWLRQ

��
an

d
 op

p
osed

 all th
e m

en
 lik

e [W
illiam

 L
loyd

] G
ar-

rison
, [E

lijah
 P

arish
] L

ovejoy, [W
en

d
ell] P

h
illip

s 
an

d
 J

oh
n

 B
row

n
, w

h
o fou

gh
t on

 b
eh

alf of th
e N

e-
gro slave. . . . 

. . . H
ere in

 A
m

erica th
e sp

irit of th
e N

egro h
as 

b
een

 tran
sform

ed
 b

y th
ree cen

tu
ries of su

b
jection

, 

p
h

ysical an
d
 m

en
tal, so th

at th
ey h

ave even
 glo-

ULÀ
HG
�WK

H�IDFW�RI�VX
E
MHFWLRQ

�DQ
G
�VX

E
VHUYLHQ

FH��������
th

eir sp
irits h

ad
 b

een
 com

p
letely cru

sh
ed

 b
y th

e 
system

 of slavery. A
n

d
 to accom

p
lish

 th
is, C

h
risti-

an
ity—

th
e C

h
ristian

ity of th
eir m

asters—
w

as th
e 

m
ost effective in

stru
m

en
t. 

T
h

is 
h

istorical 
p
ersp

ective 
h

elp
ed

 
exp

lain
 

w
h

y 
“th

e 
ch

u
rch

 am
on

g th
e N

egroes tod
ay exerts a m

ore p
ow

erfu
l 

LQ
Á
X
HQ
FH�WK

DQ
�DQ

\WK
LQ
J�HOVH�LQ

�WK
H�VS

K
HUH�RI�LG

HDVµ�DQ
G
�

p
rom

p
ted

 H
arrison

 to com
m

en
t: 

1
LHW]VFK

H·V�FRQ
WHQ

WLRQ
�WK

DW�WK
H�HWK

LFV�RI�&
K
ULVWL-

an
ity are th

e slave’s eth
ics w

ou
ld

 seem
 to b

e ju
s-

WLÀ
HG
�LQ

�WK
LV�LQ

VWDQ
FH��6

K
RZ

�P
H�D�S

RS
X
ODWLRQ

�WK
DW�

is d
eep

ly religiou
s, an

d
 I w

ill sh
ow

 you
 a servile 

p
op

u
lation

, con
ten

t w
ith

 w
h

ip
s an

d
 ch

ain
s, con

-
tu

m
ely an

d
 th

e gib
b
et, con

ten
t to eat th

e b
read

 of 
VRUURZ

�DQ
G
�G
ULQ

N
�WK

H�Z
DWHUV�RI�DIÁ

LFWLRQ
��

L
ook

in
g ah

ead
, H

arrison
 “fear[ed

] th
at m

an
y years 

m
u

st p
ass b

efore th
e lead

ers of th
ou

gh
t am

on
g m

y p
eo-

p
le in

 th
is cou

n
try con

trib
u

te m
an

y rep
resen

tatives to 
th

e cau
se of F

reeth
ou

gh
t.” T

h
ere w

ere “a few
 N

egro A
g-

n
ostics in

 N
ew

 York
 an

d
 B

oston
, b

u
t th

ese are gen
erally 

fou
n

d
 to b

e W
est In

d
ian

s from
 th

e F
ren

ch
, S

p
an

ish
, an

d
 

E
n

glish
 
islan

d
s.” 

C
u

b
an

 
an

d
 
P
u

erto 
R

ican
 
cigarm

ak
-

HUV�Z
HUH�´Q

RWRULRX
V�,Q

À
G
HOV��G

X
H�WR�WK

HLU�DFTX
DLQ

WDQ
FH�

w
ith

 th
e b

igotry, ign
oran

ce an
d
 im

m
orality of th

e C
ath

o-
lic p

riesth
ood

 in
 th

eir n
ative islan

d
s.” B

u
t in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates if on
e en

cou
n

ters “a N
egro-A

m
erican

 w
h

o is rep
u

t-
ed

 to h
ave A

gn
ostic ten

d
en

cies” th
at p

ersp
ective is “sel-

d
om

, if ever, op
en

ly avow
ed

.” H
e cou

ld
 h

ard
ly b

lam
e th

at 
p
erson

 b
ecau

se h
e k

n
ew

 “th
e trem

en
d
ou

s w
eigh

t of th
e 

social p
roscrip

tion
 w

h
ich

 it is p
ossib

le to b
rin

g to b
ear 

u
p
on

” said
 p

erson
. 

U
n

d
er 

su
ch

 
con

d
ition

s, 
h

e 
u

rged
 

th
e 

“risin
g 

gen
-

eration
 of N

egroes” to “sh
ak

e off th
e tram

m
els of su

ch
 

tim
e-servin

g lead
ers as M

r. W
ash

in
gton

, an
d
 attain

 th
e 

level of th
at h

igh
er ed

u
cation

’ again
st w

h
ich

 h
e solid

ly 
sets h

is face” an
d
 en

ter in
to th

e critical an
d
 d

issen
tin

g 
“in

tellectu
al h

eritage of th
e last tw

o h
u

n
d
red

 years.”

TEAC
H

IN
G
 AT TH

E M
O

D
ER

N
 SC

H
O

O
L 

1914-1915 
$
�P

DMRU�LQ
Á
X
HQ
FH�RQ

�+
DUULVRQ

·V�G
HYHORS

LQ
J�YLHZ

V�RQ
�HG

-
u

cation
 w

as h
is late-1

9
1
4
 th

rou
gh

 1
9
1
5
 w

ork
 as an

 ad
-

ju
n

ct p
rofessor of C

om
p
arative R

eligion
 at th

e F
errer A

s-
sociation

’s M
od

ern
 S

ch
ool on

 E
ast 1

0
7
th

 S
t. in

 H
arlem

. 
T
h

e sch
ool w

as an
 ou

tgrow
th

 of a series of p
rotests of th

e 
O

ctob
er 1

3
, 1

9
0
9
, m

u
rd

er of th
e S

p
an

ish
 an

arch
ist an

d
 

ed
u

cator F
ran

cisco F
errer y G

u
ard

ia. F
errer h

ad
 b

een
 

ch
arged

 w
ith

 b
ein

g th
e “au

th
or an

d
 ch

ief” of th
e J

u
ly 2

6
, 

1
9
0
9
, gen

eral strik
e in

 op
p
osition

 to th
e S

p
an

ish
 A

rm
y’s 

FDOOLQ
J�X

S
�RI�UHVHUYHV�WR�À

JK
W�LQ

�WK
H�FRORQ

LDO�Z
DU�LQ

�0
R-

H
A

R
R

ISO
N

’S A
R

TICLE CH
A

LLEN
G

IN
G

 TH
E R

O
LE O

F CH
R

ISTIA
N

ITY 
FEATU

R
ED

 IN
 TH

E SEPTEM
BER 12, 1914 TRU

TH SEEKER .



rocco. H
e w

as k
illed

 in
 B

arcelon
a’s M

on
tju

ich
 fortress, 

rep
orted

ly th
rou

gh
 th

e join
t efforts of th

e S
p
an

ish
 crow

n
, 

ch
u

rch
, an

d
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T
h

e M
od

ern
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ch
ool attem

p
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p
ly th

e p
rin
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le 
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om

 in
 ed

u
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” an
d
 to ch

allen
ge th

e ed
u

cation
-

al-system
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 h
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its an

d
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ltu
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 to 

m
ain
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 th
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d
u
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olitical system
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an
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l A
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 d
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e sch
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 im
p
ortan

t fo-
cu
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ltu
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en
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 th
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th

e F
irst W

orld
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e w

h
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an

y of th
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in
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en
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s th
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n

arch
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syn
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tion

, b
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u
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h
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ern
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, p
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en
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h
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ation
al H
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, p
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en

t of th
e F

ree S
p
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 L
eagu

e, 
form

er m
em

b
er of th

e S
ocialist p
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d
 an

 in
stru

ctor 
at th

e M
od

ern
 S

ch
ool, h

ad
 w
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 to h
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g h

im
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sp
eak
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9
1
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 H

arrison
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e M
od

ern
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ch
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ay n

igh
t ad

u
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h
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R
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F
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 F
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p
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ectu
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 C
om

p
arative R

eligion
” at th
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H
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clu

d
ed
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h

e T
w

o R
eligion

s of In
d
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h
e 

R
eligion

s of C
h

in
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h
e R

eligion
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agan

ism
 

an
d
 C

h
ristian

ity”; “T
h

e D
eb

t of C
h

ristian
ity to P

agan
ism
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“M

on
oth

eism
 an

d
 M

orality”; “R
eligion

 an
d
 G

overn
m

en
t”; 

“W
h

y A
ll R

eligion
s are R

eaction
ary”; “R

eligion
 an

d
 th

e 
P
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eligion
 an

d
 C

u
ltu
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d
 “A

n
 A

gn
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A
p
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T
h

e D
u

ty of F
ree T

h
in

k
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ecu
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b
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u
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l w
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